X                                          PREFACE.

the foremost place should be given to Sir Henry Maine.
His Early Institutions suggested the line of thought
worked out in the first Essay; and that portion of the
fourth which deals with the influence of the theory
of a Law of Nature upon the system of Grotius is little
more than an elaboration of a passage in his Ancient
Law. No one who reasons at all upon the problems of
society and government can fail to receive invaluable
assistance from his marvellous insight and compre-
hensive learning. My own obligations to him are many
and great, and I wish to acknowledge them in the
strongest terms. I have also to express my thanks to
my friends, Mr Courtney Kenny and the Rev. J. E.
Symes, for many useful suggestions, and to the gentle-
men who attended my Conversation Class at Cambridge
for hints and criticisms thrown out in the course of our
discussions, and found by me afterwards to be valuable
aids when I came to rewrite my lectures for the press.
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